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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

SECRET SOCIETY REVEALED

28 April 2005 (New York, NY) — Composer Darcy James Argue will unveil his new 18-
piece band, Secret Society, on Sunday, 29 May at 9:00 PM at the CBGB Lounge (313 
Bowery between Bleeker and E 1st). The cover charge is $10.

Secret Society is a dynamic new ensemble featuring top-flight soloists like trumpeter 
Ingrid Jensen (Project O), saxophonist Joel Frahm (Matt Wilson Quartet), trombonist 
Marshall Gilkes (David Berger), and pianist Mike Holober (Gotham Jazz Orchestra). 
Argue leads the band, which performs exclusively his original compositions. Secret 
Society is a forward-looking group, influenced by contemporary big band composers 
such as Maria Schneider and John Hollenbeck, but also by atmospheric post-rock bands 
like Tortoise and Calexico, and adventurous new music ensembles like Bang on a Can.

“A lot of people think that big bands are dinosaurs,” says Argue. “But who doesn’t love 
dinosaurs? Sure, they can be big and loud and fierce, your classic giant lizard — and 
that’s great. But there are small, swift dinosaurs, too, even birdlike flying dinosaurs. And 
contrary to what everyone says, I don’t believe that big bands are doomed to extinction
— not when they have so much untapped evolutionary potential. I want Secret Society 
to defy everyone’s expectations of what a big band is like.”

Bob Brookmeyer has hailed Argue’s “experimental yet accessible voice,” adding, “his 
gifts are outstanding.” Argue had the opportunity to study with the legendary trom-
bonist and composer for two years at New England Conservatory. He has also studied 
with composers Lee Hyla and Maria Schneider.

Argue was the 2004 winner of the BMI Charlie Parker Composition Prize, awarded to 
the best new work written by a member of the BMI Jazz Composers Workshop. He won 
the award for Best Original Extended Composition in Down Beat’s 2002 Student Music 
Awards, and in 2000 won the SOCAN Award for Composition at the Montreal Interna-
tional Jazz Festival. He was recently commissioned to write a new work for the Sym-
phonic Jazz Orchestra in Los Angeles, featuring drummer Peter Erskine. Argue is a 
founding member of the New York composers’ federation Pulse, which includes fellow 
bandleaders Jamie Begian, Joe Phillips, and JC Sanford. He has written arrangements for 
alt-country singer Shelby Lynne, jazz pianist Renee Rosnes, the Klezmer Conservatory 
Band, and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.

Secret Society is: Erica vonKleist, Peter Van Huffel, Joel Frahm, Sam Sadigursky, Ed Renz 
(reeds); Ingrid Jensen, Brian Pareschi, Tom Goehring, Miki Hirose, Dave Rezek (trum-
pets); Marshall Gilkes, Mark Patterson, Mike Fahie, Paul Olenick (trombones); Sebastian 
Noelle (guitar); Mike Holober (piano); Fraser Hollins (bass); Jon Wikan (drums).
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